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What about Japan surprised you? \
HEB-2 I 2 |
(FIAPNZE o, VAR Za il VI AP 25

One question that I am often asked is, “When you
Although the

memory of my first time in Japan is fading, one thing that

came to Japan, what surprised you?”

comes to mind is how almost no one holds doors open for
others. Where I grew up in the US, it is considered rude
not to look behind you when entering a building and hold
the door open for someone, even if they are a complete
stranger. It was quite shocking to have doors slammed in
my face every day, but now I do not give it a passing
thought.

Although such small differences between societies can
be fun to talk about, I think it is more important to focus
on the similarities of human experience that bind us
together, and realize that we are not so different after all. :-)
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